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Rafael Benítez became Liverpool FC’s manager in June 2004. Among his

earliest actions was meeting three Liverpool players who were involved in

the quadrennial UEFA EURO 2004 in Portugal. Two supported him, but

England’s key star left for Real Madrid FC. Despite Liverpool’s proud legacy,

Benítez faced high expectations with limited top-level talent. 

Benítez’s cool, methodical style often clashed with Liverpool’s tradition of

raw passion rooted in its working-class identity. That mismatch added to his

challenges. Yet, this erudite Spaniard still managed to steer the club on a

remarkable path, one that ultimately led him to Istanbul in 2005, where

history was made. The journey follows on the ensuing page.
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Balancing “head” and “heart” sounds simple on paper, but a tall order in the

field. Benítez’s obsession with tactics and statistics did not go well with the

players, as evidenced by the match results. He can be as detailed as a few

inches up and down and come with quadrants to study opponents’ penalty-

kicking habits. He believed details matter in a competitive environment. The

last match in the group stage of the UEFA Champions League against

Olympiacos FC in December 2004 was believed to be the turning point in

Liverpool FC’s journey to Istanbul in May 2005. 

Liverpool FC trailed Olympiacos by a goal at halftime and needing three

goals in the second half to make it to the knockout stage. Benítez responded

with two bold substitutions, a judgment rooted in his constant study of

patterns and trends. That gamble changed everything. Of course, the

absence of technology has helped Liverpool FC become the lucky one (sorry,

Mourinho). Ready for the final? Turn to the next page.
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The city of Liverpool was jubilant, and fans scrambled to find ways to

Istanbul, including hiring a taxi. The last such final was in Brussels in 1985 (a

20-year hiatus). The first half was dreadful, and chaos reigned in the

dressing room during the halftime break until the referee knocked to get

them back out. Guided by his meticulous notes, “Professor” Rafael Benítez

changed the course, and Liverpool FC made the miracle comeback. 

The third goal came from a penalty taken by a less regular, calmer player,

showing composure where emotion might have overwhelmed the usual

taker. The climax was the penalty shootout, where one final kick stood

between triumph and heartbreak. Liverpool’s goalkeeper, drilled to read

patterns and quadrants, leapt the right way, and that smallest detail proved

decisive, separating champions from runners-up!
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WHAT UNTOLD 
MIRACLE STORIES DO YOU 

HAVE TO SHARE? 
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