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Asalamualaikum warahmatullahi wabarakatuh dan salam sejahtera,
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Berhad.

Mr Neil McIntosh, Chief Executive of CfBT Education Trust United Kingdom,

Mr Norman Larocque, Eduation  Specialist, Asian Development Bank,

Esteemed guests,

Dato-Dato, Datin-Datin,
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Conference participants,

Ladies and gentlemen, Good morning.

1. I am very pleased to welcome you to the “Public-Private Parterships in the School

System: What has worked? What hasn’t worked?” National Conference & Workshop

Series. I will also be the Chair of the Conference for this morning session, and I wish

for all of you an enjoyable and productive discussion in our beautiful capital city.

2. Let me firstly give everyone a short introduction of what Razak School of

Government does. RSOG is established to spearhead the intellectual and

professional development of the nation’s future public leaders. RSOG aims to be a

global institution engaging in cutting edge training and research in public leadership,

public policy and therefore ultimately, the transformation of the public service.

3. Your presence here this morning at this conference emphasises an important fact:

that the challenges and opportunities that surround educational policy and practice

are experienced everywhere across the country. I am confident that the conference

will stimulate discussion about issues of common concern in the field of public-

private partnerships in the school system.

4. With the synergistic collaboration between RSOG and IDEAS, we envision to

facilitate knowledge sharing and creation to help policy-makers and stakeholders

explore the successes and failures of the school PPP projects around the world, so

that we can create an effective and sustainable PPP model for schools in Malaysia.

5. Apart from IDEAS, RSOG is also collaborating with Khazanah Nasional and

PEMANDU on various capacities as we aim to establish a platform for dialogue and

discussion on matters that are pressing. By consulting with our various stakeholders,

we give them the opportunity to le them review and provide us with feedback as what

is best for them.

6. Following this conference, RSOG will begin conducting three (3) follow up

workshops in June and July 2011. The modules in these workshops have been

specifically developed for a small group of individuals who are directly involved in the
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school PPP to critically explore the issues introduced in the conference in greater

depth.

7. Therefore without further ado, it is my distinct honour and pleasure to invite YBhg

Dato’ Abdul Ghafar Bin Mahmud, the Director-General of the Ministry of Education,

Malaysia, to officiate the opening of this conference. Under his support and

guidance, it has been a national goal to develop a full spectrum of educational

policies in Malaysia and to take every opportunity to improve the quality of these

policies to meet or exceed world standards.

Thank You.


