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Bismillahirahmanirahim 
 
Yang berbahagia Tan Sri Sidek Mohd 
Hassan, Chief Secretary, Government of 
Malaysia. 
 
Yang berbahagia Tan Sri Datuk 
G.Ganalingam, Executive Chairman, 
Westports (Malaysia) Sdn Bhd, Board 
Member, Razak School of Goverment. 
 
His Excellencies Ambassadors and High 
Commissioners of Foreign Missions to 
Malaysia 
 
Tan Sri-Tan Sri, Dato’ Seri-Dato’ Seri, 
Dato’-dato’, Datin-datin, Tuan-tuan, Puan-
puan, Honoured guests, ladies and 
gentlemen, 
 
Good Afternoon and Salam 1Malaysia 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The term 'wag the dog' usually means that 

one purposely divert attention from what 

would otherwise be of greater importance, 

to something else of lesser significance.  

This is usually done to catapult the less 

significant event into the limelight, 

drowning proper attention to the more 

significant or important event.   

 

The expression originally comes from the 

saying that 'a dog is smarter than its tail', 

but if the tail were smarter, then the tail 

would 'wag the dog'.  The expression 'wag 

the dog' was elaborately portrayed in the 

1997 movie. 'Wag the Dog', which was 

starred by Robert de Niro and Dustin 

Hoffman.  
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

A recent article by Guardian UK 

newspaper pointed out that information, 

or termed as 'the sum of human 

knowledge' has now shifted into an 

omnipresence that can be summoned into 

any laptop or a mobile phone. That is, if 

one can find a working signal or 

reception. Information as we were used to, 

is no longer confined to piles and towers 

of books in libraries, bookshops or 

museums. It is invisible, fluid, and more 

accessible than it ever was before. The 

steep decline of printed reference books 

such as encyclopedia, to the extent that 

even Eycyclopedia Britannica has 

announced that future editions will appear 

exclusively online, is showing trends of 

information and knowledge shifting away 
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from its so-called exclusivity. It is also 

signalling change of time and change of 

the way we think the world ought to work. 

 

We live in an era of trends and fad. Our 

attention span is trained to focus on the 

next exciting news, the next instalment of 

scandal. Very little truly moves us. Most of 

us can watch a massacre of a tribe on TV 

whilst having dinner with our family.  

 

The fourth estate, usually termed for 

members of the media. In a world where 

most of us are fast sinking in the flow of 

information, there remains a gap in 

knowing which news is worthy of news 

and which affects the very integrity of 

human civilisation.  Which news is carried 
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just to tickle our fancies and which to 

cause chaos in our peace? 

 

These questions are asked alot more with 

the rise of social networking media. The 

notion of intellect and who really own and 

drive this in our societies are now being 

debated alot more. Is it the private sector 

that drives intellectual discourse in our 

societies? Or are they imbued by the 

policies of the public sector? Have we 

relied much on the media to drive this 

intellectual debate?  

 

History has shown that great civilisations 

and societies face rapid decline when the 

intellectuals within those societies fail to 

take on nation building roles. When the 

running of civilisations are based on a 
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“wag the dog” theory, it loses its essence 

of greatness, its values of integrity. The 

focus lies on the next exciting fad. The 

rights and wrongs become somewhat 

ambiguous and societies lose the purpose 

and direction of life and living altogether. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

Maybe a better question to ask is - - where 

are the members of the academia in our 

society today? Should they not form the 

fifth estate in our society - - challenging 

all that may be destructive to national 

prosperity. As a society do we even give 

them that space? 
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It is based on these very questions that 

Razak School of Government developed 

the Theme to today’s event - “The Fifth 

Estate – A Space for Academia?” 

 

Today’s session will most certainly not 

deliver answers, but what I do hope is that 

it will trigger us to think of the role of 

academics in nation building.  

 

It is my honour to welcome all of you to 

the Inaugural KSN Annual Lecture Series. 

I hope you will actively participate in the 

Question and Answer session later where 

you could provide ideas on how 

academics can take a more active role in 

societal development locally and globally. 
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Before we proceed, allow me to provide 

brief introduction on Tan Sri Mohd Sidek 

Haji Hassan, YBhg Tan Sri was appointed 

the Chief Secretary to the Government of 

Malaysia on 3 September 2006. 

 

With vast experience in the Public Service 

serving in the country or as representative 

in Sydney and Washington D.C., he began 

his career in the Administrative and 

Diplomatic Service in 1974 at Ministry of 

Trade and Industry before being 

appointed as Assistant Trade 

Commissioner at the Malaysian Embassy 

in Japan from 1977 to 1980. Ybhg. holds 

an honours degree in Public 

Administration from the University of 

Malaya before pursing his master's degree 
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in Business Administration from New 

Hampshire College in United States of 

America.  

 

I'm sure we are curious to hear what 

Ybhg. Tan Sri has to share with us today. 

On this note, it is with great pleasure that I 

invite the Chief Secretary to the 

Government to deliver his lecture of “The 

Fifth Estate – A Space for Academia?” 

Thank you very much. 


