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"Cleric, Knight, and Workman": the three estates in 

a French medieval illumination. 

There is general acceptance as to the four estates, namely: 

 the clergy, First Estate, the nobility, Second Estate,  

the proletariat, Third Estate, and the print media, Fourth Estate.  



The Fourth Estate is in 

large part a response to 

the need to provide the 

checks and balance to 

the other three estates. 

This Fourth Estate, the 

print media has today 

evolved into the 

mainstream media.  

It was first conceived as the 

conscience of the people, 

giving voice to the 

marginalised. 



Today, the influence of the Fourth 

Estate has waned in the face of the rise 

of the Digital Media.  
 

People, especially the young, find 

empowerment in the digital realm of 

Facebook, Twitter, Blogs and other 

forms of social media.  

The Fifth Estate? 



So What of The Fifth Estate? 

Their role is essentially to 

provide another avenue for 

the voices to be heard, to 

provide another point of view.  
 

They want to be able to tell 

you things that the Fourth 

Estate supposedly won’t 

report.  
 

They want to be able to share 

information that they claim 

they cannot push through in 

the Fourth Estate. 

There is growing consensus that the alternative media, 

the folks who blog, who are on Facebook and Twitter 

comprise the Fifth Estate.  
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POWER OF THE DIGITAL REVOLUTION 
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Given that the Fifth Estate is driven by technology, 

those  in  this  medium  have  the  power to influence, 

to shape how people think. 

The digital network 

can wield as much 

good as harm. 

With this power must 

come responsibility 

and accountability. 

WHO’S 

WATCHING 

WHOM? 



Can We Regard Academia As The Fifth Estate? 

Yes, they are the Fifth Estate if one agrees that 

their role goes beyond providing checks and 

balances; if their role involves shaping thought 

and character; and focusing on the greater good.  



Prerequisites 
First:  
 

You must believe that 

yours is a noble 

profession and that you 

are in it out of 

conviction and choice, 

and not out of 

circumstance;  
 

You are in this field 

because you are 

convinced that you can 

make a difference in the 

lives of the people you 

teach.  

Make yours the profession of choice! 



Prerequisites 

Second:  
 

You must believe that 

yours is a profession of 

immense power and 

influence.  
 

You have the power to 

shape thought and 

character;  
 

“When you read, don’t just consider 

what the author thinks, consider 

what you think.” – Dead Poets 

Society, starring Robin Williams as 

teacher John Keating 



Prerequisites Third:  
 

You must believe that in the 

course of your work you can 

give voice to the marginalised. 

Your research should guide 

the conversations on topics 

that concern society and the 

minorities who have no one to 

speak for them. 

The ability to propose credible 

solutions, borne out of 

research and experience.  

Use the technology to convince, 

influence and expand your reach.  



Prerequisites Fourth:  
 
 

Hiding from action in the intellectual tower 

You must use your expertise 

to differentiate yourself from the 

citizen journalists that operate in the 

blogosphere. 

Bloggers are often biased and tend to take 

extreme positions, regardless of the facts.  

Academics on the other hand are accused of 

being quite detached from the real world; that 

you live in your ivory tower.  

While the bloggers are said to 

politicise the issues, the academics 

are accused of being theoretical.  

You must deploy your intellectual tools 

to scan the environment and provide 

different perspectives so essential for 

making informed decisions. 



Prerequisites 

Fifth:  
 
 

Focus on the people, not on 

the technology – this is what 

sets you apart from others 

who claim the Fifth Estate 

You have the advantage of 

knowing how to build 

relationships 

You are trained to analyse, to 

teach, to communicate. This is 

about extending your reach 

beyond your classroom.  

What power you have at your fingertips!  Use it well. 



Yes, there is a place for academia is the Fifth Estate.  
 

For in the final analysis, what the Fifth Estate has to 

do is to influence people, and for the right reasons – 

In what is right, what is true and what is good.  

For is it not said somewhere that the 

voice of the people is the voice of God! 



THANK YOU 
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