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Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

1. It is an immense honour and privilege for the Foundation of Research 
and Transformation, in collaboration with Razak School of 
Government and Wisma Putra to have with us a great statesman, His 
Excellency Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdoğan of Turkey. 
 

2. Despite his busy schedule for this official visit, we are extremely 
grateful for the generous consent of His Excellency to deliver today’s 



monumental lecture. On behalf of the audience, I would like to say 
“Tashakkur Adariz” 

 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

3. First and foremost, allow me to invite each and every one of us here 
to join hands in applauding His Excellency Prime Minister Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan who has just been awarded the Honorary Degree of 
Doctor of Philosophy in Management from IIUM. Fresh from the 
oven… (ad lib) 
 

4. Therefore I have every reason to share this joy not only as an 
Alumnus but also in my capacity as Majlis Member of the university.  
I’m also sure that the students and staff, as well as the alumni of IIUM 
across the world, are proud of this conferment to a leader of such 
great stature. By virtue of this historic conferment, I believe His 
Excellency is now officially an alumni of IIUM. 
 

5. In this respect, I think it’s important to note that there are many 
examples of prominent Turkish leaders who are also alumni member 
of IIUM in the present government of Turkey. To name a few, our 
friends Professor Ahmet Davutoglu, Foreign Minister of Turkey and 
Dr. Ibrahim Kalin, the undersecretary at the Prime Ministry.   
 

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen  
 

6. As enshrined in Surah Al-Hujarat verse 10,  

“The Believers are but a single Brotherhood”. 

As such, to the uninitiated, the ties that bind us as nations stretched 

far back to the Ottoman Empire and the Malay Sultanates. Today, the 

bilateral relationship between the two countries remains strong and 

harmonious in all spheres. Although the distance between Turkey 

and Malaysia is separated by 11, 000 km, our geographical distance 

is overcome by our commonalities and shared aspirations. 



7. Both Turkey and Malaysia are growing upper-middle income 

economies that have been recognised globally as progressive 

democracies and moderate, stable and successful Islamic countries. 

And both have fully embraced the concept of transformation as the 

force that will propel each economy and its citizenry towards greater 

heights.   

8. His Excellency is no stranger to change and transformation. In his 

early years in politics, he worked at deepening the understanding and 

appreciation of politics and increasing the participation of women and 

the younger generation in Turkey.  

9. Furthermore, as a mayor of Istanbul, His Excellency Prime Minister 

Recep Tayyip Erdogan, tackled water sanitation, environmental, 

transportation, congestion issues in the city, and undertook prudent 

financial management measures.  

10. His Justice and Development Party or AK Party that has 

governed Turkey since 2002 continues to spearhead the rapid 

evolution and its expanding regional and global role. In the three 

terms of the AK Party, the Turkish fiscal reserves have more than 

tripled and inflation plummeted to the lowest level in four decades. 

11. His Excellency Prime Minster Recep Tayyip Erdogan, has been 

praised time and again in his courageous reforms and the economic 

stability he has secured for Turkey. Indeed, his administration is 

regarded as Turkish inspiration par excellence.  

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and gentlemen,  

12. Transformation, as we know, is a global phenomenon that 

occurs in various locales (lokels) under the pressures of globalisation 

such as happened in Singapore, China, Indonesia and the United 

Kingdom.   

13. Meanwhile, in Malaysia, transformation has been and 

continuously pursued with similar zeal, especially in the economic 

and political spheres. Under the premiership of The Honourable Dato’ 



Sri Najib Tun Razak, a clear and comprehensive plan of 

transformation are charted to propel Malaysia’s economy to a high 

income status by 2020.  

14. In an era of relentless competition of ideas, it would be in the 

best of our two strategically-connected Muslim countries, and the 

nations of Asia Pacific, that we should forge ahead in the spirit of 

partnership in action for the mutual improvement of our societies and 

the human condition at large.  

15. In light of this, FORT is proud to support these efforts through 

deeper examination and understanding in theory, option and best 

practices in economic and political transformation. To understand the 

experience Turkey and its continuing journey of transformation, will 

no doubt, be invaluable.  

16. Before I end my welcoming remark, I would like to say a prayer 

in Turkish, I hope I’ll say it correctly (ad lib): 

Rabbim, iki ulkanin,  

Dostluk ve kardashlik ilishkilarini, 

Guchlandirsin, ve daima davam attirsin  

Amin 

17. Therefore, without further a due, it is with great pleasure that I 

now invite His Excellency Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan to 

deliver the inaugural Tun Abdul Razak Distinguished Lecture entitled, 

“Transforming Asia-Pacific and Turkey”.   

  

 

 

   

 


