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Ladies and Gentlemen  

 

It is with the utmost pleasure and appreciation I welcome you to this momentous forum, 

The Rights of Women and Children: A National Concern.  

In the light of recent upsetting events exposing discrimination against women and 

children in our country, I cannot stress enough the importance of this forum. We stand 

here as progressive citizens of a progressive nation; yet we are still troubled by these 

discriminations. In her speech at the fourth annual Women in the World Summit, Hillary 

Clinton shared a similar concern; she was adamant in her stance that “the great 

unfinished business of the 21st century” is the lack of advancement in rights and 

opportunities for women and girls. These “unfinished business” must be remedied 

immediately; there is no longer a room for tolerance in discriminating women and 

children in today’s world.   

When Tan Sri AG approached me about this issue, I did not hesitate to say yes. It is 

indeed a privilege for our organization, Razak School of Government, to be a part of this 

forum. Our organisation is mandated with the role of spearheading intellectual and 

professional development of the public sector leaders. We believe that the latter comes 

in form of training, while the former requires a thorough understanding of relevant 

issues which bring great impact to the betterment of our nation. This is why the rights of 



women and children matter to us, as women and children are a part of what makes our 

nation better, hence, their rights should not be neglected.  

One of the greatest literary figures of the twentieth century, Virginia Woolf, had once 

said, “For most of history, Anonymous was a woman.” Such was the predicament faced 

by women: voices unheard, knowledge untapped and left with their creativity to conceal 

their gender in expressing themselves. Children, too, face a similar anonymity; they are 

helpless beings whose voices are unheard and neglected.   

Analysts have highlighted that the lack of female participation in decision-making 

positions are the reason why women and children issues usually stagnate or do not 

advance as quickly as one hopes for. This is indisputable. However, I also believe in 

other means of advancing the cause. Education is of course, crucial to this. A platform 

to share intelligence, information, experience, and knowledge is another means of doing 

so. Hence, this forum is part of a larger picture, part of a larger process that we at 

Razak School of Government aim to be thoroughly involved in, with the support of AGC, 

the government machinery, the non-governmental organisations, academicians, thought 

leaders and concerned citizens. Many of you have spent years in advancing women 

and children’s rights and continue doing so despite setbacks and numerous challenges. 

I am truly humbled by your passion. 

Before I end, I would like to thank YB Datuk Hajah Rohani Abdul Karim, Minister of 

Women, Family and Community Development Malaysia, Tan Sri Abdul Gani Patail and 

the Attorney General’s Chambers, our role players, facilitators, rapporteurs, NGOs and 

all of you here, participating in this all-important forum. I hope for a fruitful day of 

discussion and let’s ensure it does not stop at the end of today.  

Thank you. 


